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TRADITIONAL DANCE FORUM OF SCOTLAND (TDFS)
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT
1 APRIL 2024 - 31 MARCH 2025

REGISTRATION NUMBER SC045085

Principal Office: Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High St, Edinburgh,
EHT ISR

Board and Office Bearers During the Period:

One Trustee resigned from the Board during this reporting period i.e.
Bernie Hewitt citing no longer interested in the Forum’s activities. He was
commended for his services to the Forum as a Dance Music Ambassador
and Treasurer from 2017 until 2023.

GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Background and Context

Based on concerns by many people in the Scottish traditional dance world
that it was not getting the profile and promotion it should, an initial
meeting of group representatives and individual practitioners was
convened in April 2012 in Edinburgh, assisted by Voluntary Arts Scotland.

At this gathering, it was agreed to form the Traditional Dance Forum of
Scotland (TDFS) with an initial steering group to go through the set-up
process. Also agreed was that the forum would be grassroots 'bottom-up'
rather than 'top-down' structure with a primary focus on advocacy, support
and collaboration - bringing together different groups and individuals in
their local, national and international contexts.

The Steering Group produced a Constitution, which was adopted at the
Inaugural General Meeting of the TDFS in November 2013. An application
was subsequently made for incorporation as a Scottish Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), which was accepted in September 2014.

Part of this process is working in conjunction with the Traditional Music
Forum and Scottish Storytelling Forum through the collective Traditional
Arts and Culture Scotland (TRACS) as a vehicle for appropriate joint activity
and advocacy. This arrangement is also providing administrative support to
the TDFS.

Governance Structure
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TDFS is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) regulated
by OSCR and governed by the Constitution as agreed by the Forum in
General Meeting; motions passed by the Forum in the General Meetings.

The Board of Trustees is the governing body of the Forum. The Board holds
regular meetings and generally controls and supervises the activities of the
Forum, in particular, the Board is responsible for monitoring the financial
position of the Forum.

Appointment of Trustees

Elections are held annually by the Forum in the General Meeting. A person
must be a member of the Forum in order to stand for election to the
Board. The members of the Board can, however, increase the expertise
available to the Forum by co-opting relevant non-members and/or
members. At each Annual General Meeting, one third of the Trustees are
subject to retirement by rotation but shall be eligible for re-election
provided they have not served as a Trustee for six consecutive years.

Membership

Membership is open to all organisations and individuals supporting the
objects of the Forum.

OBIJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Charitable Purpose
The Forum's objectives are:

The advancement of the arts, heritage, and culture by promoting Scottish
culture through Scottish dance style(s), dances of Scottish origin or other
related traditional and social dance established in Scotland, thereby, to get
more people dancing.

The Forum seeks to achieve this by Forum membership and three main
routes of support:

Festivals, Productions and Residencies with the aim to:
e Foster local, national and international activity
e Encourage and undertake relevant research
e Encourage the development and maintenance of archives of
relevant material
e Act as a voice for traditional dance
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e Celebrate diversity and sharing traditions
e Support and enable communication, involving both network
development and information dissemination

The Forum seeks to achieve its aims through:

Festivals: including organising / supporting workshops, public
events and conferences; supporting trainers, educators and
facilitators; connecting networks through awareness raising and
collaboration

Productions: including help develop the accessibility of research and
archive material through producing dance theatre show for the
stage and screen

Residencies: including developing and promoting educational
resources and providing advice and linking people to various aspects
of support and mentorship in diverse settings from primary schools
to national dance centres

MAIN ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE YEAR
(1 April 2024-31 March 2025)

The main activities and achievements of the Forum over this reporting
period are summarised at Annex A.

Summary of Accounts for the Period ending 31 March 2025
The Summary of Accounts is attached.

This has been a good year for the Forum, with several significant
developments. Throughout the financial year the full-time Curator
(contracted and paid for by TRACS) has brought considerable curatorial
expertise, including fundraising, project management and event
organisation experience. Her efforts with the support of the Convenor and
other Trustees have raised over £38,000 in grants and corporate
sponsorship for specific projects, as well as over £7,000 in earned income
and donations from these projects. The contribution from TRACS this year
is negligible at £261. This represents a sustainable turn towards diversifying
the Forum’s income streams.

The Trustees also agreed that membership of the Forum should continue
to be free for the immediate future. This was for two main reasons:
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To encourage more people to join or to continue as members in the
current strained financial times.

To allow the Curator more time to concentrate on fundraising rather
than administering membership subscriptions, and this has proven
to be very cost effective.

Several members who had set up standing orders in the past have
continued to pay these, and these funds, with the consent of the members
concerned, will be held over until such time as membership subscriptions
are re-introduced.

The Forum overall has been much more active than previous years as can
be seen from the significant changes in income and expenditure on
Projects (including Productions, Residencies and Festivals), as well as
Earned Income and donations from projects such as Pomegranates,
Ceilidh Plus, Elegies, Trad Dance Cast, The Bright Fabric of Life, 10 out
of 10, D is for Dance and ReFashion.

There is currently an excess of Income over Expenditure in the Restricted
funds. This is all earmarked for projects and events which will be taking
place in the financial year 2025/26.

The £13,298 Miscellaneous Income came primarily from the corporate
sponsorship campaign towards the production of the new screen dance
entitled The Bright Fabric of Life.

Risk

TDFS is not exposed to any significant financial risk other than underlying
structural uncertainties in our relationship with TRACS, including the
employment of our Curator who is contracted and paid by TRACS, rather
than TDFS. To mitigate this risk we will seek further legal advice and clarity.

There is a potential risk of improper use of donations, subscriptions or
grants received. To mitigate this risk, all funds are carefully monitored and
allocated in line with the purposes for which they have been provided.

During this period the Trustees also maintained Public Liability,
Professional Indemnity and Trustee'’s Liability insurance.

TDFS is committed to a no-deficit policy. Any threat of deficit will lead to a
corresponding reduction of activities.

Reserves

A reserve of £1,000 has been maintained in order to cover any
administrative costs should the charity be wound up for any reason.
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APPROVED BY THE TRUSTEES AND SIGNED ON THEIR BEHALF BY:
7
/(/@Mg M. l:uwtmd

DR. WENDY TIMMONS, TDFS CHAIR
12 July 2025

Annex A: Main Activities and Achievements.
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT

To the Trustees of the Traditional Dance Forum of Scotland

| report on the accounts of the Charity for the year ended 31 March 2025
which are set out on the following pages 8 and 9.

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND EXAMINER

The Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment
(Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations, and
they consider that the audit requirement does not apply. It is my
responsibility to examine the accounts as required under the Act and to
state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S STATEMENT
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to our attention:-

a) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material
respect of the requirements:-

(i) to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44 (1)(a) of the
2005 Act and the Accounts Regulations, and

i) to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and
comply with the Accounts Regulations they have not been met, or

b) to which, in our opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable
a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Signature Jf/ﬂv go 7/?

Name Iga Bozyk
Address 132/1 Easter Road, EH7 5RJ Edinburgh
Date 25/07/2025

7
Traditional Dance Forum of Scotland is a registered Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) SC045085
Registered offices at Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1SR



ACCOUNTS SUMMARY

TRADITIONAL DANCE FORUM OF SCOTLAND BALANCES

YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

ASSETS

Fixed Assets

Property

Pull-up banners - Nil value
1TB hard Drive

Current Assets

Bank Account

Capital and Reserves

Total Assets

LIABILITIES

Nil

Total Liabilities

Net Working Capital (Assets -

Liabilities)
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2025

£0.00
£0.00

£15,626.57

£0.00

£15,626.57

£0.00

£0.00

£15,626.57

2024

£0.00
£50.00

£ 20,445.44

£0.00

£ 20,445.44

£0.000

£0.00

£ 20,445.44

2023

£0.00
£0.00

£31,229.62

£0.00

£31,279.62

£0.00

£0.00

£31,279.62
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TRADITIONAL DANCE FORUM OF SCOTLAND STATEMENT OF

FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

As at 31/03/2025

Income

TRACS Support
Membership
Subscriptions

Grants

Earned Income and

Donations from Projects x

Miscellaneous, inc
Projects Sponsorship

Totals

Total Income

Expenditure

Mentoring
PayPal Fees
(Membership)

Promotion

TDFS/Board Expenses
Events

Insurance

Projects

Donations
Miscellaneous

Totals

Total Expenditure

Net Income (Income -
Expenditure)

Total Brought Forward

Total Carried Forward

2025
Unrestricted

27.69

27.69

£46,067.09

2025
Unrestricted

84.55
84.00
X

X

2.00

170.55

£50,885.96

-4818.87

20445.44

£15,626.57

2025
Restricted

261.00

X
25417.00

7063.40

13298.00

46039.40

2025
Restricted

X
X
X
50715.41
X
X

50715.41
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2024
Unrestricted

88.00

1643.46

1731.46

£28,881.46

2024
Unrestricted

1.33

228.25
84.00
X

X
20.00

333.58

£39,665.64

-10784.18

31229.62

£20,445.44

2024
Restricted

12500.00

X
14650.00

27150.00

2024
Restricted

X
X
X
39332.06
X
X

39332.06
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Annex A to
TDFS Report to
OSCR

dated 12 July 2025

MAIN ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

TRADITIONAL

SCOTLAND

HIGHLIGHTS

APRIL 2024 - MARCH 2025

20 APRIL 2024

Ahead of our Pomegranates Festival weekend,
we held our annual intensive of continuous
professional development for dancers. Packed
with 12 workshops led by dance artists based
in Scotlond: Evie Waddell (Scottish Step and
Gaelic Song). Vassia  Bouchagiar-walker
(Rebetiko), Nadia Knattab (Dabkeh). Lara Russo
and Inesa Veélavidiité (Tammurricta), Gica
Loening (viddish). Nii and Yangyang (Waltz)
Jack Anderson (iish Step) Yanmel Bowie
(Chinese  Clossical)  Brigitte  Cicilya  Juliet
(Indonesian), Angel Godwin (American Country
Line). Sabie Madubela (South African Xhosa)
and Lucia Leeson tHip Hop)

In partnershin with Moray House School af
Education and Sport, Universty of Edinburgh. 2 co-curators
+ 3 ortistsrinresidence + M musicians + 60 participants
(estimate)

25 APRIL 2024

We launched our Pornegranates Festival with
a lunchtime public talk about Europeade - the
lorgest festival of Eurcpean trad dance,
costune and music with 6000 participants
from across the continent, taking place in a
different European city every year. The talk
was led by Rudiger Hep. President of the
Europeade International Committee, as part of
his visit to Scotlond to explore the prospect of
us co-hosting Europeade in July 2027 in Perth -
the first host opportunity for the UK in the six
decades of this festival's history.

Welcorne cddress by Ms Kaukab Stewart, the
er for Culture. Europe and International Developmant
6t the Seottish Govemment.

Minist

TDFS.ORG INFO@TDFS.ORG

TRACS/ Registered Charity SC045085

3 -30 APRIL 2024

Ahead of our flagship Pomegranates
Festival we unvelled Dance Around the
Wworld - a new exhibition of Scottish and
world trad dance books ond artefacts,
curated  specifically for the Edinburgh
Central Library. Free and open to all it
featured over 100 items on loan from public
and private collections, showcasing over 20
different traditions from Scotland, Greece,
Estonia, Polond, Bali Japan and beyond

3 co-curators + 3 artist-led warkenops in trad
dance crofts wath 35 porticipants + § guided tours +
3000 exhibition visitors (estimate)

23-30 APRIL 2024

We staged our second Pomegranates
Festival 2024 exhibition at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre Court. It took the media
by storm. Entitled Vengefully Changed
Allegiance, it was Alison Harm's fisst solo
exhibition in @ public space. It explored the
role of tartan in Scottish and Irish trad
dance  through  sustainable  fashion
costumes, photography and performance.

"X 1 artstein-residence + 1 sold-out feshion show for
70 participants + 2 co-curators + 18 exhibition tours + 1
commission of f trad donce costumes + 1000
exhibition visitors (estimate)

TRADITIONAL
DANCE

FORUM OF
SCOTLAND

HIGHLIGHTS

APRIL 2024 - MARCH 2025

‘ 28 APRIL 2024
our first Pomegranates Festival Family

Sunday celebrated world trad dance while
planting the seeds in the hearts and minds of
the new generation of trad dancers. The day
was packed with trad dance shows, as well
as o ceiidh expertly called by Caroline
Brockbank for all the family, accompanied by
live music

=
i
/" 5 co-curators +a soia-out shows + 65 pupis
from Abbeynil Royal Mie and Edinburgh & Lothians
Gaelie Primery Sehocis + S0 dancers frem the Bulgarian,
Ukfainian and Chinese community schools aged 6 and
over + 200 attendees (estimate)

30 APRIL 2024

The final word at the Pomegranates Festival
was had by our artist-inresidence Jonzi D
who delivered the keynote talk Decolonising
the Expressive Arts Curriculum, drawing on
his illustrious career as an MC, dancer, spoken
word artist and educator. He advocated for
the recognition of the hip hop discipiines ot
the vanguard of dance, theatre and formal
art  education Jonzi reflected on his
professional develepment projects, including
Open Art Surgery, through which he hos
supported hundreds of hip hop dance and
rap/poetry artists on their joumey to creating
theatre. 5

In partnersnip with Moray House School
of Education ond Spert. University of Edinburgh. 2 co-
curators + 35 attendses (estmate)

TDFS.ORG INFO@TDFS.ORG
Registered Charity SC045085

27 APRIL 2024

One of the highlights of Pomegronates
Festival 20242 Our production Elegies - the
first dance adaptation of the poetry book
Elegies for the Dead in Cyrenaica (1948) by
Hamish Henderson. Set in a dancehall and a
desert war theatre, it embodied ceilidh, jive,
swing ond lindy hop, evoking the popular
social dance culture of the 1840s, creating a
bridge to the present day. It featured artists
Helen Gould, George Adams, Nicola Thomson,
Edwin Wen, Morag Anderson, Stephen Watt.
Cera Impala. Katie Duxbury and Roddy
simpson. plus co-curators Jim Mackintosh,
liyona Nedkova and Wendy Timmons.

& % Evocative and relevant Al Edinburgh Theatre
* Respeciful and sincers. Sombre and
considerate’ Cort Birmey

29 APRIL 2024

The finale of our Pomegranates Festival 2024
marked UNESCO International Dance Day
with o triple bill of poetry. film and dance. The
evening culminated with our new hip-hop
theatre show United Nations?
choreographed by our festival resident artist
Jonzi D who also performed alongside 20
Scotland-based trod dance artists and
musicians.

It cleo faaturad our 2 co-eurators + 2 festival

Who performed his new poems ond launched his latest
postry collection We are Migrant.
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TRADITIONAL

TRADITIONAL &
DANCE

FORUM OF
SCOTLAND

HIGHLIGHTS HIGHLIGHTS :

APRIL 2024 - MARCH 2025

31JULY 2024

As part of our #traddance campaign ot
Edinburgh summer festivals we also curated
and premiered Stones are Alive - a new work-
in-progress as part of the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe. It was inspired by stories of stones,
caims and rebels, including Nikos Kazantzakis'
Zorba the Greek and Maiii Campbells Living
Stone. Choreographed and performed by
Vassia Bouchagiar-Walker to live Rebetiko
music, it wos showcased at the preview of
Campbells Living Stone exhibition and music
theatre project.

F% XA K BOUChOGIOrWaKers technique i excellent
trreughout, buE n this piece her flowing. evecatve
SpINNIng actions and use of scarf really complement the
music. Catherine Coutts at wwwidfs org/reviews

20 SEPTEMBER 2024

We teamed up with independent Scottish
publishers Birinn for o sold-out double-bil
launch of The Bright Fabric of Life - our new
screen dance production inspired by the new
book under the same titie by Mhair Col
Mnairi wos joined for the Q8A by author
Alexander McCall $mith and members of our
screen donce team Mare Tralla, Chris Lyons
Vincent Hantam. Susie Dinan-Young. liyana
Nedkova and Wendy Timmons.

TERAK

Using the bady language of traditional African

TRAC sf;:.e?‘.'f‘:’.:v‘u.s

TDFS.ORG INFO@TDFS.ORG
Registered Charity SC045085

23 JUL - 29 AUG 2024

In 2024 we continued with our #traddance
campaign, highlighting the contribution of
trod dance artists in the programmes of the
Edinburgh summer festivals, on a whole new
level We launched our first-of-its-kind
Traditional Dance Criticism Course, led by
dance witer Réisin OBrien. It provided
training and ediitorial support to 6 emerging
trad dance critics who authored 5 new
reviews of 10 shows with trad dance roots
across the Edinburgh's summer festivals, all
publshed on  our new  platform
hittps//wwwtdfsorg/reviews

In partnership with Moray House School of
Education and Sport, University of Edinburgh + funded
by Creative Seatland through TASGADH (Traditional Arts
SMall Grants) + 2 co-curaLors » 500 views (estimate)

20 SEPTEMBER 2024

We were one of the Scottish organisations
supporting the third in a series of four UK-
wide, hybrid symposia as part of the Critical
Dance Pedagogy Network aimed at raising
awareness of the numerous inequities and
injustices in dance and dance education. This
third symposium focused on pedagogies
and practices.

We ran an apen call for particpaton, presented
the pedagogical ctivites of Traditional Dance Forum of

curated the opening
Goele ang ond step dance performance, featuning duo
Evie Waddell and Andrew Harrington.

APRIL 2024

- MARCH 2025

=

2 NOVEMBER 2024

We celebrated our 10th birthday dancing with
over 100 guests and dance callers Marina
Sharp, Angel Godwin and Yanmel Bowie, plus
dance musicians Chris Lyons, Morag Brown,
Lewis Powell-Reid, Eddie McGuire. Chenhao
Wang and Tal Shing Lin. This was the first of
our Celidh Plus events where the tradition
bearers of Scottish Ceildh share the stage
with the dance traditions of other cultures
that have become an integrol
contemporary  Scotiand, such as  the
American Country Line and Chinese Square
Dance.

%k Vibrant + enriching' ‘Energetie +

warm .

enthusiostic vely
www.idfs ora/ceilidnplus.

A-2

7 DECEMBER 2024

For our festive scid-out Cellidh Pius event we
wizzed from Scotland to the sunnier ciimes
of Greece and Southem Italy with our 150
guests and donce callers Marina Sharp,
Monica de loanni and Vassia Bouchagiar-
Walker, our resident dance musicion Chris
Lyons, plus Rona Wilkie, Stefanos Tzotzolakis,
Michele Quarta, Simone Caffari and
Alessandro Pariato.  Also with MC Jim
Mackintosh & the Greek family bakery Think
Pastry.

Bart-funded by Creative Scotiand througn
TASGADH (Traditional Arts Small Grante + 2 co-eurators.

TDFS.ORG INF

Registered Charity SC045085

28 SEPT -7 DEC 2024

Did you know that the Traditional Dance
Forum of Scotiand was established in 2014?
To mark our 10th anniversary we curated Ten
out of Ten - a series of events with traditional
dance roots across Scotland We hand-
picked 10 events in Edinburgh celebrating the
diversity and breadth of traditional dance
activities by our 250+ mernbers. We started
with our 10 Annual Generol Meeting over a
celebratory cakel

Our Ten out of Ten Edinburgh featured
workshops in Scottish Step, Country Dance and Breton, o

res in Scotten Enigntenrnent Dance. an. Indion
Ciassicol Dance Recital and o fange of Callahs, Including
our INaugUral Celiah Pius nights: www.tdfsorg/ten-out:

17 NOVEMBER 2024

What is the most stylish and sustainable
way to celebrate one’s 10th anniversary?
Enter ReFashion Edinburgh - o sustainable
slow fashion in aid of a different national
charity every year since 2022 We were
picked as the national charity of choice for
2024 Together with 200 guests we were
wowed by the sustainable fashion creativity
of the nine Edinburgh designers, supported
by 16 models, a collective of makeup and hair
professionals, plus light. sound. video, photo
speciolists - all volunteering to bring us this

event (7
B hank you ReFashion Ediburgh and

founder Alson Harm of Peyehomodal Vour donation
faised from the ticket. soles enabled US to continue

embedding dversty and sustanabiity in trad dance
cross Scotiond: wwwidfs.org/refashion-edinburgh

'0O@TDFS.ORG
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TRADITIONAL
DANCE

FORUM OF

HIGHLIGHTS &

APRIL 2024 - MARCH 2025 \
20 FEBRUARY 2025

Masked dancers, costume designer Gerry
Gapinski, mask maker Lorraine Pritchard and
festival co-curators gathered te lounch  our
fourth  onnual  Pormegranates  Festival
programme of 15 events which ran from 25
to 30 April 2025 at 5 venues across Edinburgh.
We announced this years festival themes:
traditional dance, masks and intangible
cultural heritage.

%%k k& k ‘Pomegronates Festival continues to be
on important platform  celebrating  Scotlands  rich
tradiional  donce heritage  clongside the  diverse
influences that shape our communities today” Vanessa
Boyd, Creative Scotiand

22 FEBRUARY 2025

We were invited to contribute to the

conference By Creating We Think and
present some of the research findings from
our screen dance exploratory project By

Leaves We Live aiming to 'dance in the
footsteps’ of Scotlond's early
environmentalists ond educatoers  Patrick
Geddes and Margaret Morris. The conference
was officially part of the Edinburgh 00
celebrations

- ‘OUr By Leaves We Live project was funded by
the British Council through the UK-France Spotlight on
Culture Programme.

8 MARCH 2025

Released to mark International Women's
Day, our latest Trad Dance Cast podcast
episode once again celebrated the role of
women in traditional dance. Qur Trad Dance
Cast host Eleanor Sinclair talked to dance
researcher Alena Shmakova who uncovered
the dance herstory of Scotland, from the
Renaissance to the Georgian era with a
focus on Mary, Queen of Scots and lead
dancer Sophia Parker.

Tuhe in to travel to B century Scotland and
meet Mary, Gueen of Scots. Find out how her possion far
dance hod provoked John Knox's protestant fury and

backiash: =

21 MARCH 2025

With our first Cellidh Plus for 2025 we marked
Irelond's patron St Patrick and the 10th
anniversary of Scotland's first Bulgarian
Schoaol ‘Nadezhda Stanchova - Lady Muir.
Once again, we offered a taste of world
dance rolled into three hours of fun, this time
with Irish Ceilis, Bulgarian Horos and Scottish
Ceilidhs. we were guided by our dance callers
Dionne Newman, Ariana Stoyanova and
Marina Sharp, plus our ace dance musicians
Morag Brown, Lewis Powell-Reid and Frazer
Watson. Qur 1530 guesis enjoyed our new
photo boeth and the special Bulgarian snacks.

@ Part-funded by the Consulote General of the
Reputiic of Ireland in Scotland. In partnership with the
Bulganan Culturol ond Educational Centre Scotiand
Maray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh
and Edinburgh College: www tdfs ora/celidhplus

MEMBERSNE + § ATUTES: RESIGENEIES, FESTIVALS, AND PROGUCTIONS.
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